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EUROPE MUST RISE 
TO THE CHALLENGES
Dr. Franziska Brantner (Member of the Deutscher Bundestag, Bündnis 90/Die Grünen), Laurent 
Cohen-Tanugi (Lawyer and writer), Daniel Cohn-Bendit (Politician and writer, Europe Écologie-
Les Verts), Prof. Dr. Henrik Enderlein (Director of the Jacques Delors Institut – Berlin, Associate 
Dean of the Hertie School of Governance), Hervé Gaymard (Member of the Assemblée nationale, 
Les Républicains), Sylvie Goulard (Member of the European Parliament, ALDE), Elisabeth Guigou 
(Member of the Assemblée nationale, Parti socialiste), Anne-Marie Le Gloannec (Director of studies, 
Science Po Paris), Thomas Oppermann (Member of the Deutscher Bundestag, SPD), Dr. Norbert 
Röttgen (Member of the Deutscher Bundestag, CDU), Prof. Dr. Heinrich August Winkler (Historian)

his franco-german appeal for an enhanced transnational cooperation has been published on the 17 
March 2016 in Les Échos, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and the Financial Times.

The 28 Member States of the European Union must 
rise to the challenges they face in the refugee cri-
sis, in the economic and monetary crisis with its pro-
longed high levels of youth unemployment, and in the 
wars and trouble spots in their neighbourhood. None 
of these challenges can be resolved by one Member 
State alone; they all urgently require shared solidar-
ity. The current crisis of solidarity which is paralysing 
Europe therefore needs to be overcome. In these dif-
ficult circumstances, the blame game is in full swing. 
But the situation is too serious for us to waste time on 
recriminations.

We want to look ahead together. We are convinced that 
the major tasks facing us must not be seen in isola-
tion. Partial solidarity is not an option. Solidarity can 
only succeed when it takes into account the wider con-
text, and it is only by taking this approach that we will 
find solutions. In this context, a strong Franco-German 
partnership and understanding is the foundation on 
which we can make progress.

We must be willing to give ground and even adopt posi-
tions with which we are uncomfortable for the sake of 
an overall compromise. The virtue of compromise, not 
national egoism, is what has advanced European inte-
gration over the decades.

What does this mean in concrete terms?

Firstly, the eurozone countries are willing to tempo-
rarily accept higher deficit limits for those countries 
suffering from high youth unemployment. However, 
this would remain linked to national reform efforts to 
achieve functioning markets, efficient public adminis-
trations, and good education and training.

Secondly, in its relations with Russia, the European 
Union is staying on its present course, which has so far 
been unanimously supported. This applies in particu-
lar to the criteria for lifting sanctions. Germany is will-
ing to measure its foreign energy policy against the 
agreed European objectives and to discuss it in geopo-
litical terms. This includes reviewing Nordstream II. 

Thirdly, the refugee issue is being addressed jointly. 
The 28 Member States are pledging appropriate con-
tributions to stabilise Syria’s neighbours, including 
by financing UN refugee aid. The policing of the EU’s 
external borders must be organised and financed at 
European level. Cooperation with Turkey is impor-
tant in this context, but we must not become depen-
dent on it. Our cooperation with Turkey must take into 
account European principles, such as the rule of law, 
and European interests, such as promoting the Syrian 
peace process. 
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Fourthly, Schengen and a common asylum policy go 
hand in hand, as do the single currency and a common 
economic policy. That is why direct financial assis-
tance is provided for border management, and for the 
registration, distribution and accommodation of refu-
gees. Those who do not participate by taking in refu-
gees must pay into a compensatory mechanism.

The crisis the EU is experiencing is not some natural 
phenomenon. It has a political cause, and a political 
solution is both possible and necessary. And so instead 
of hoping for one of nature’s miracles, we are setting to 
work together. It’s time to get started! 
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INCREASING THE POSITIVE SIGNALS AND ACTING AT SOURCE
António Vitorino, Tribune, Jacques Delors Institute, March 2016

EU SECURITY: A MATTER OF POLITICAL URGENCY 
Jacques Delors, Pascal Lamy, António Vitorino, Eneko Landaburu, Elisabeth Guigou, Etienne Davignon, Nicole Gnesotto, Philippe 
De Schoutheete, Elvire Fabry, Nicole Koenig and Thomas Pellerin-Carlin, Tribune, Jacques Delors Institute, March 2016

SCHENGEN’S STRESS TEST: POLITICAL ISSUES AND PERSPECTIVES
Yves Bertoncini and António Vitorino, Policy paper No 158, Jacques Delors Institute, January 2016

“SCHENGEN”: A RACE AGAINST THE TIME OR A FOOLS’ GAME?
Yves Bertoncini and António Vitorino, Tribune, Jacques Delors Institute, January 2016

SHARED SOVEREIGNTY FOR MONITORING BORDERS ALREADY SHARED 
António Vitorino, Tribune, Jacques Delors Institute, December 2015

SCHENGEN IS DEAD? LONG LIVE SCHENGEN!
Jacques Delors, António Vitorino, Yves Bertoncini and the members of our 
2015 European Steering Committee, Tribune, Jacques Delors Institute, November 2015
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